1852]                        VISITS   CROWLAND  ABBEY.                         353
HULL, July
I am going out of the way to see Crowland Abbey and maybe shall stop a day or so there. I write this in vast haste at the Mason Arms, Louth. Daddy 1 drove me over last night to Grimsby to see the new dock, truly a great work.
When he reached home, Monckton Milnes asked him to dinner. He wrote :
MY DEAR MILNES,
I have never dined in town (except once with Hallam en famille when I met him by chance in Lear the painter's rooms looking at his picture of the Syracusan Quarries 2, and once or twice with my brother-in-law en famille also) since I dined with you, Heaven knows how long ago, and met Doyle and others. I have given up dining out and am about to retire into utter solitude in some country house, but if you feel aggrieved at sending one invitation after another to me, unaccepted, I will come. You have not mentioned your hour 6 ? 7 ? 8 ? let me know. Do not bother yourself about giving me a bed, I can get one (and my own way too in the matter of smoke) better at Spedding's. Really I am very unwell and, tho' hay fever sometimes lets me alone for a whole day together, yet it sometimes makes me quite unfit to sit at table. Send me a line to say what your hour is and what Maurice's hour is and I will see if I can come in time for Maurice.
Ever yours,
A. TENNYSON.
1 Henry Sellwood.
2 Now in the drawing-room at Farringford.
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